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Jeremiah XXIX. 7. 
Seek the Peace of the City, whither I have cauſed you to be 
carried away Captives, and pray unto the Lord for it; 
for in the Peace thereof ſhall. ye have Peace. 
PRE E read in che preceding Chapter, that ſoon 
2 after the principal Perſons among the Jews: 
d been carried away by Nebuchadnezzar 
to Babylon, one of the Prophets, who ſtill. 
remained at Jeruſalem, had the Preſump- 
tion to foretell, that within. two Years the Jer. xxviite- 
Power of the King of Babylon ſhould: be broken, and that“ 8˙ 
the People, whom he had carried thither, ſhould return 
from their Captivity. This Prediction the Prophet Fere- 
miah knowing to be falſe, and that it tended to unſettle 
the Minds of the Captives at Babylon, and to make them 
careleſs about providing ſuch Things as were neceſſary for 
their Accommodation and comfortable Subſiſtence, he 
writes to them the Letter, from whence the Text is taken, 
to acquaint them, that their Captivity would. be of no 
ſhort Continyance, but would laſt full ſeventy Years ; that 
they ſhould. therefore hu⁰jd Houſes, and dwell in them, and For ix. 5. 
plant Gardens and eat the Fruit of them ;. that they ſhould 
no longer. look upon the. Land of their Captivity, as an 
Enemy's Country, but as their own, and ſhould accord- 
ingly pray for it, and ſtudy to promote its Good. To 
recommend which Behaviour more ſtrongly to them, the 
Prophet tells them, that beſide the Obligation which re- 
ſults. from Reaſon, and Religion, even worldly Wiſdom, 
and: Prudence require it, For however private and facial ; 
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An Att Ze Sermon 


"Good may ſeem to interfere on ſome particular Occaſions, 


every Man will be miſerably diſappointed, who ſecks for : 


his own Welfare- and Happineſs elſewhere, than in the 
general Peace and Proſperity of his Country. — Seek the 
Peace of the City whither I have cauſed you to be carried 
away Captives, and pray unto the Lord for it; ; for; in the | 


Peace thereof ſhall ye have Peace. 


In diſcourſing upon theſe Words, I ſhall endeavour to 
ſhew, Firſt, That it is the Duty ;—Secondly, That it is the 
Intereſi of particular Perſons to advance the Welfare and 
Happineſs of the Community to which they belong; and 


— Thirdly, Shall ſpecify ſome of thoſe wicked Principles, 


and corrupt Practices, which are manifeſtly inconſiſtent 


with the general Good of Society, 


Firſt, That it is their Duty, will evidently appear from 


the Obligation, which every one is under to promote the 


Happineſs of Mankind in general; not only becauſe all 


particular Communities are included therein ; but becauſe 
Nearneſs of Relation muſt of Neceſlity ede a more 
ſtrict, and indiſpenſable Obligation to Beneficence. 


Now though univerſal Good, or the Intereſt of the 


World in general, is a Kind of remote, philoſophical Ob- 


ject, and this great Community does not eaſily fall under 
our Obſervation and Regard ; yet, if we conſider Man- 


Ae5xvii.26. Kind even in this moſt extenſive View; as God has made 
of one Blond all Nations of Men for to dwell on all the Face 


of the Earth, what is there, that more eminently diſtin- 
guiſhes them from the inferior Part of the Creation, from 
thoſe wild Beaſts of the Foreſt, that employ their Strength, 
and Sagacity to the Deſtruction of each other, than affec- 
tionate Inclinations to the whole Species, and a Readineſs 
to promote the Good of every Individual? And ſurely the 
Equality of Mankind, and the Relation which Men, as 
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preached at Wincheſter. 7 
Men, bear to one another, ought, previouſly to any poli- 
tical Eſtabliſhment, to exclude all ſelfiſh Deſigns, and to 
prevent every Inſtance of Malice and Injuſtice, and of that 
cruel Temper, which with peculiar Grace is ſtyled Inhu- 
manity. For are we not Brethren, Fellow-Travellers to- Gen. xlv. 24. 
wards the ſame Heavenly Country? Why then ſhould we 
fall out by the May? Why ſhould we do wrong one to 
another? As the Prophet Malachi very juſtly argues, Have Mal. ii. 10. 
wwe not all one Father ? Hath not one God created us? Why 
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then ſhould we deal treacherouſly every Man againſt his Bro- 
ther? Should not this natural Relation rather excite our 
Kindneſs and Benevolence, eſpecially when we conſider, ” | 
that the greater Share we attain of this univerſal Charity, 
this Good-will to the whole human Race, the more we 
have of the Divine Character imprinted on our Souls ? For N 
God is Love; He delights in the Happineſs cf all his Crea- 1 John iv. 8. 
tures, and therefore he pours down his Bounty upon all, 
opening his Hand, and filling all Things living with Plenteouſ- £98 cxlv.. I 
neſs. a KT „ 16. | 
If we ſurvey the Creation, we ſhall find a Harmony ö 
and Agreement in the Operations of every Part of it. i 
There is ſuch a Relation in Nature, that every Thing con- { 
ſpires to the general Good. There is a cloſe Alliance = 
eſtabliſhed betwixt all the Matter of the Univerſe by mu- 
tual Attraction, and Gravitation; the all-wiſe Creator ha- i 
ving fo contrived every Part of his Work, that it regu- ; 
larly, and uniformly contributes to the Oeconomy and | 
Beauty of te Whole, Now, if the Parts of the viſible. [ 
World be thus made for each other; nay, if in the ſupe- [ 
rior World of intellectual Beings, even Angels themſelves 1 


are repreſented as Miniſtring Spirits, how can we be ſo Heb. i, 14. 
vain and partial, as to imagine that Man is exempt from 
this univerſal. Law of Service and Dependence ; that he 
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Nom. xiv. 7. was made for his own Enjoyment, and deſigned 7 live Yo 
Simſelf alone? 


The Obligation of the ſeveral Individuals to promote 


the general Good, appears farther alſo, not only from our 
Appetites, and Inclinations, or Wants and Exigences, which 
naturally lead us to the Love of Society and Friendſhip; 
but from God's diverſifying his Bounty, and dividing his 


Favours with beautiful Variety to Mankind; that different 


Talents and Advantages might produce mutual Intercourſe, 
and Correſpondence, not only between particular Perſons, 
but Nations too, which are all remarkably diſtinguiſhed 
by natural Benefits, which they enjoy peculiar to them- 
ſelves, or in a Degree more eminent than others. As one 
Man has Health, another Wiſdom, another Strength, an- 
other Wealth, Influence, and Authority ; ſo Nations have 
different Qualities, and Productions providentially diſpenſed 
to them; that Commerce may be maintained, Advantages 


communicated, and Love and Friendſhip by theſe Methods 


diffuſed over the whole Earth. ; 
By theſe Conſiderations the Obligation we are treating 
of is clearly demonſtrated, and Reaſon, if attended to, 


will evidently ſhew, that ſuch was the Deſign of 


the all-wiſe Author of our Being. But were there any 


Thing in this Truth obſcure, or doubtful, Revealed Re- 


ligion would put it paſt Diſpute. It is the peculiar Ex- 
cellency of the Goſpel of Chriſt Jeſus, that it has carried 


this Principle of univerſal Benevolence to its higheſt Pitch, 


and improved it to its utmoſt Perfection: It inculcates Lowe 

to all Mankind without Regard to Difference of Nation, 
Religion, or Intereſt ; Love even to our Enemies, Kind- 

neſs to the Unthankful, not rendring Evil for Evil, or 

A Pet. ii. 9. Railing for Railing, but contrariwiſe Ble ing. a 


Having now ſeen the Obligations, which both Reaſon 
ne 
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and Religion lay upon us to promote the Weinen of this 


great and wide Society, the whole Human Race, 1 hope we 


can have little Doubt concerning our Duty to the particu- 


lar Societies, of which we are Members; to which we are 
attached by the more ſolemn Engagements of F aith, and 


Gratitude. 


Political Societies were unqueſtionably farmed for this 


| Reaſon ; that the Grievances, to which Men were liable 


in a State of Nature, might be removed by their entering 


into a more expreſs Compoſition and Agreement for the 


Security of Peace and Tranquility, of Right and Proper- 


ty; the Enjoyment of which muſt needs have been vaſtly 


precarious, and uncertain, when Creatures, ſubject to cor- 
rupt Paſſions, to Prejudice, Hatred, Envy, and Self-Love, 


were allowed to be Judges in their own Caſe, and to be 


their own Avengers. He therefore, that breaks through 
this ſacred Engagement, not only defeats the Deſign of 


political Society, but makes it ſubſervient to thoſe very 


Miſchiefs, which it was inſtituted to prevent. For the 
honeſt and virtuous Members of the Body politick de- 
pending on this Faith, and taking it for granted, that 
they ſhall meet with the ſame fair Dealing from their Fel- 
low-Citizens, which they practiſe towards them, are leſs 
upon their Guard than a prudent Man would be in a State 
of Nature, and become an eaſier Prey to the Injurious 
and Oppreſſive. Deviſe not Evil againſt thy Neighbour, 
(ſays Solomon) ſeeing he dwelleth SECURELY by thee ; that 
is, ſeeing he relies on thy Faith and Honour, which thou 
haſt plighted to him, and which if thou maintaineſt not, 


thou addeſt Treachery to Injuſtice : thou turneſt that 


which was deſigned for the greateſt Bleſſing, into the 
greateſt Curſe : Thou makeſt Civil Society, intended for 


a Security and Defence, a Trap and Snare for the Good 


- and 
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and Virtuous, and giveſt them Reaſon to break out into 
that melancholy Complaint and Wiſh of the Prophet, 
Oh ! that I had in the Wilderneſs a Lodging-place of Way- 
faring Men, that I might leave my People, and go from 
them | for they are all Adulterers, and an Aſembly of treach- 
erous Men ; they bend their Tongue like their Bow for Lies, 


. but have no Courage for the Truth upon Earth. Take ye 


heed every one of his Neighbour, and truſt ye not to any Bro- 
ther ; for every Brother will utterly ſupplant, and every 
Neighbour will walk with Slanders. 2 , 

But farther, — We are not only to conſider political 
Society as a Refuge and Shelter from Violence and Wrong, 
but likewiſe as an Inſtitution intended for the. Advanee- 
ment of Social Happineſs to the utmoſt Degree attainable 
in this World. To accompliſh which End, all the Mem- 
bers being engaged to contribute their reſpective Talents 
to the publick Good, it is a baſe and diſhoneſt Conduct to 
partake of the Benefits of civil Union, and contribute no- 
thing to the common Fund: A Conduct unworthy of a 
rational Creature, which he would deteſt, and be aſhamed: 


of, would he calmly conſult his Reaſon, and the Dictates 


of his own Mind; nay, would he go to the Brute Ani- 
mals, and conſider their Ways, their more equitable Beha- 


viour in their ſmall Republicks might teach him Wiſdom,, 
Generofity, and publick Spirit. 1 5 


If there were therefore no expreſs Engagement between 
the Members of civil Society, yet a Principle of Gratitude 
thould oblige them to perform the very ſame Duties, which: 
they are now obliged to by their plighted Faith, to pro- 
mote by all lawful Means the Welfare of that Body, from 
whence they receive ſuch ineſtimable Benefits, the Secu- 


ity of Life, Liberty, and Eſtate, the Joys and Comforts. 
of facial Intercourſe, the Conveniences accruing from Arts 


and: 
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Sciences, and the Peace and Serenity of Mind, which muſt 
needs ariſe from the Contemplation, of ſuch Variety of Bleſ- 
ſings provided with little Care and Yabour of their own. 
Could we ſuppoſe a ſingle Perſon to be the Author of all this 
Good to Mankind, or even of a ſmall Part of it, ſhould 
we not ſuppoſe him likewiſe to be beloved, and admired 
by all around him, and Gratitude labouring to make Re- 
turns worthy of ſuch exalted Beneficence ? But where is 


the Difference, whether a Favour be beſtowed by the 


Bounty of one Man, or the united Endeavours of a Mul- 


titude? Is the Benefit leſs valuable in the latter Caſe, or 


are the Obligations of Gratitude diminiſhed ? 


I cannot but obſerve upon this Subject, that Men * 7 


ſelfiſh Views are apt to imagine, that the Conſequences of 
any ſingle Tranſgreſſion will not ſenſibly affect the Pub- 


lick, and to fay within themſelves, I it not a little one? n 160 
But ſurely all the Individuals have the ſame Right, as any 

one Man has, to contribute their Share towards the Intro- 
duction of Miſery and Diſorder; and every ſingle Perſon, 

who thus centers in himſelf, and ſeparates his Enjoy ments 


and Intereſts from thoſe of the Publick, is really as guilty 
as if all others conſpired with him in his Iniquity, and 
ought to be treated as an Enemy to the common Happi- 
neſs and Tranquility of Mankind. 


To theſe Conſiderations, drawn from the Fi duet and 


Reaſonableneſs of the Duty, we may add the numerous 


Precepts of our holy Religion, ſtrongly inculcating the 
ſame Thing, however it may have been decryed by licen- 


tious Writers as defective in the Recommendation of po- 


litical Virtue. For though we do not meet in the Scrip- 
tures with thoſe high and Enthuſiaſtick Encomiums of 


publick Spirit, and the Love of one's Country, with which 
prophane Authors are apt to abound even to a Sort of Af- 
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| fectation; yet they imply the fame Truths, and inculcate 
| them conſequentially with greater Force; and that they 
1 have not enjoined this Duty more particularly and ex- 
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preſly, is owing not to the Narrowne/s, but Perfection 
of the Goſpel, and its extending Benevolence beyond the 

| Bounds to which it has been confined by Pagan Morali- 

| ty. For whilſt Heathen Philoſophers are launching out 

3 into pompous Panegyricks of publick Spirit, and extolling 

By the Love of their Country, as the Mark of an exalted and 
heroick Mind, our Saviour inculcates Love and Beneficence 
to the whole human Species, as the common Duty of all 

1 _ Chriſtians: From which general Obligation, the Duty we 

[ | owe to our own particular Society is ſo eaſily deducible, 

that to have inſiſted upon it more expreſly, would have 

been unneceſſary. Much more needful was it for the Di- 

vine Lawgiver by ſtrong Exhortations to univerſal Charity 
io correct that falſe Spirit of Patriotiſm, which poſſeſſed 
the Heroes of Greece and Rome, and made them ravage 
and enſlave the World, to promote the Grandeur of their 
native Country. Vet, conſiſtently with this univerſal Good, 
which the noble Genius of Chriſtianity principally conſi- 
dered, political Duties are expreſly enforced, and all ſuch 
Actions, as conduce to national Proſperity, ſtrongly re- 
commended by the Goſpel. What can more promote the 
Happineſs of a People, than Loyalty and Obedience to 
Princes and Governors? And in what Heathen Writer do 
we find this Duty recommended with more Force, than 

b in the New Teſtament ? Is it not there affociated with the 

fiir and great Commandment of all, our Duty to the Su- 

1 Pet. ii. 17. preme Being? Fear God, ſays che Apoſtle, Honour the 
King; and enforced by an Argument peculiar perhaps to 
the Chriſtian Religion, — That civil Government is of 

Ken. xiii, 1. Divine Inſtitution; Let every Soul be ſabject unto the higher 
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Powers ; for there is no Power but of God ; the Powers that be, 
are ordained of God, Whoſeever therefore refiſteth the Power, 


reſiſteth the Ordinance of God; and they that refit, ſhall receive 


to themſekves Damnation. In like Manner are we enjoined to 
contribute our Wealth to the publick Good, and the Relief of 

our Country's Neceflities. Render under Ceſar the Things Mat. xxii. 
that are Cæſar's. Render to all their Dues ; Tribute to Rom „ 
whom Tribute is due, Cuſiom to whom Cuſtom. Our bleſſed 

Saviour, though he had a juſt Excuſe, choſe rather to pay 
his Tax by working a Miracle, than to ſeem too tenacious 
of his Right, and defective in his Zeal for the publick 


Service; and he has left us a noble Proof of his ardent 
Concern for the publick Welfare, by his weeping over Je- Luke xix.41. 


ruſalem from a Senſe of its impending Ruin. To this we 
may add, the warm and almoſt perpetual Recommenda- 
tion of all thoſe ſocial Virtues, Kindneſs and Compaſſion, 
Humility and Meekneſs, Concord and Unity, which dif- 
fuſe Friendſhip and Confidence through the World, and 
mutually reconcile Mankind to each other. 


Having now fully treated of the firſt Particular pro- 


poſed to be conſidered, I proceed to ſhew, 


Secondly, That it is not only the Duty, but the Intereſt 


| likewiſe of particular Perſons, to advance the Welfare of 


that Community to which they belong; In the Peace there- 


of, faith the Prophet, ye ſball have Peace. 


The Truth of this will appear from the Nature od De- 
ſign of political Society, which being inſtituted for the Se- 
curity and Defence of all its Members, every one muſt of 
conſequence partake of its Loſſes and Advantages, muſt 


ſuffer, or thrive with it ; nor indeed can that general Ex- 


preſſion, the Pr oſperity of a Commonwealth, be otherwiſe 
underſtood, than of the collective Happinek of the ſeve- 
ral Particulars conſtituting that Body. It muſt be con- 


feſſed 


8 „ «4 3 * 


i Cor. xii, to the Church; The Members ſhould have the ſame Care one 
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feſſed however, that in ſome certain Caſes, the Thing, 
which is Loſs to this or that Man, may conduee to the 
general Good ; and that which is prefent Gain and Ad- 
vantage to ſome few, may tend to the publick Damage, 
and Calamity ; conſequently there muſt be fome Excep- 
tions to this Maxim of the cloſe and neceſſary Connection 


| betwixt publick and private Happineſs, which, though not 
many, or conſiderable, give a perpetual Handle to ſhallow 


Reaſoners to deride' the Notion as a vain Conceit, and to 


proſecute their own Gain by Practices injurious to the 


Community. But theſe Exceptions are ſo few, and the 
Caſes, in which they may poſhbly take Place, fo extream- 


ly uncertain, that beyond: Comparifon the ſafeſt Way is to 


adhere invariably to the general Rule, and never to expect 
Advantage but from the common Stock of national Hap- 
pineſs and Proſperity. In political Bodies, as well as natu- 


ral, true Health and Vigour can only ariſe from every 


Part's performing its proper Office, without being inter- 
rupted in its regular Functions; and a general and due 
Diſcharge of our reſpective Duties will reſemble the joint 


Operation of many corporeal Members all vitally united 
in one common Sympathy and Uſefulneſs ; whereas on the 


other hand, (as Tally very juſtly obſerves) to enrich our- 
ſelves by any injurious Encroachments upon our Neigh- 
bours, is the ſame Thing as if ſome particular Part of the 
human Body ſhould think of increaſing its Health and 
Strength, by adding to its own that of ſome other ; which 
would ſoon affe& the whole Frame, and prove fatal and 
deſtructive. This Truth has been elegantly illuſtrated by 
the beſt Authors of Antiquity, enforced with great Strength 
and Beauty in the Holy Scriptures, and we may very juſtly 
apply to civil Society, what St. Paul obſerves with regard 


. 
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for omother, for whether one Member ſuffer, all the Members 


er with it, or one Member be honoured, all the Members 


rejayce with it. 


The Truth of this Poſition will more fully appear, if we 
take a ſhort View of the happy Conſequences, which in 
fact attend a ſocial and benevolent Diſpoſition, and the In- - 
cofiveniences to which thoſe Perſons are expoſed, who 
tranſgreſs the Law of their God, and the Law of their 
King, and I may add too, the Liw of their Nature, upon 
falſe and vnteaſonable Principles of Self-Love.—T7hoſe who 7% iv. 8. 


| plow Iniquity, and ſow Wickedneſs, generally reap the ſame, 


and, like the Egyptian Idolaters mentioned in the Book of 
Wikdom, are tormented with their own Abominations. Mi- L iſdom xii. 
fery, Diſcontent, and Self-condemnation, are the natural 
Conſequences of Malice, Injuſtice, and Ingratitude. Idle- 
neſs and Luxury directly lead to Penury and Want: Inju- 
ious and unwarrantable Provocations ſtir up publick and 
private Reſentment.—On the other hand, the chief Hap- 
pineſs of Life conſiſts in duly exerting the ſociable Diſpo- 
fitions of the Soul, Juſtice and Integrity, Meekneſs and 


| Forgiveneſs, Compaſſion and Good-will, are attended with 


mward Peace, and irreſiſtibly gain upon the Affections 
even of bad Men. No one has ſo juſt a Title to Mercy, 
as the Merciful, and no one is ſo likely to be unenvied, 
as he that rejoyces at the Increaſe of his Neighbours Wine 


and Oyl.— How adorable is the Goodneſs of the all- 


wiſe Author of the Univerſe, who has thus cloſely con- 
nected private Happineſs and Advantage with the common 
Intereſts of Mankind, and made the general Welfare to- 


wel from each Man's particular Duty ! 


1 proceed pow, in the third Place, to 1 of 
thoſe wicked Principles and corrupt Practices, which are 
manifeſtly inconſiſtent with the general Good of Society. 


'The 
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The firſt I ſhall mention is, a Difregard of Religion. 


That Religious Principles and Practices are conducive to 


Eccleſ. v. 8. 


1 Pet. iv. 


15, 


the publick Good, we need not take much Pains to prove, 
ſince the very Libertines and Infidels of the Age confeſs it, 
when they make Religion an Engine of State, the crafty 
Contrivance of Poli:icians to unite Mankind, and keep 
them in Subjection to the Laws of Society. The Folly 


and Perverſeneſs of ſuch Suggeſtions needs no Anſwer, or 


Confutation. As to the happy Effects of Religion and 


Virtue, we may obſerve, that the Peace and Strength, and 
Happineſs of any Community depend on the Juſtice and 
Fidelity, the Temperance and Charity of its Members, and 


that the contrary. Vices are no leſs productive of its Mi- 


ſery and Ruin, Without the Aid of Religion, the Fear 


of temporal Puniſhments ; — the moſt ſolemn Engage- 
ments of Allegiance and Fidelity to Superiors ; — the Ho- 
nour of maintaining ſuch Engagements ; — the grateful 
Commemoration, that by the Care of our Governors we 
are guarded againſt the Miſeries attending a State of Na- 
ture, would all be of too little Force to keep Subjects 
within the Bounds of their Duty ; nay, Power itſelf 
would be apt to degenerate into Oppreſſion, and when ex- 


erciſed without any Senſe of being accountable to Him, 


who is higher than the higheſt, would be a Misfortune ra- 
ther than a Bleſling. SES 

As to the Influence of Religion with reſpect to the Du- 
ties which we owe to each other, theſe Solemnities too 
frequently convince us, who thoſe are that violate the 


Peace, invade the Rights, and diſturb the Comforts of 


Society; thoſe Perſons only, who diſregard the Authority 


of Religion, and, as our Law very juſtly accounts for their 


Crimes, who have not the Fear of God before their Eyes. 
Theſe are they, who ſuffer as Murderers, as Thieves, as 
ary he 3 added 2857 
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Evil. ders; but from the Good and Juſt; from thoſe 
whoſe Conduct is governed by the Rules of the Goſpel, no 
Injury can ariſe to Society, and therefore, as the Apoſtle 
obſerves, . agarnft ſuch there is no Law. Gal. v. 2%. 
| There is another Conſideration, which alt be a ſtrong 
Motive to all ſerious and conſiderate Perſons to diſcoun- 
tenance and ſuppreſs Impiety, which is, that in Proportion 
to the Prevalence of Irreligion, a Nation forfeits its Claim 
to the Protection of the Deity, and becomes the Object 
of his Reſentment and Wrath ; the Event of which is 
Matter of univerſal Concern, Publick Judgments fall 
equally upon all: The deſtroying Sword, or Famine, or 
Peſtilence, make no Diſtinction betwixt the Righteous and 
the Wicked. This Reflection ſhould animate and excite 
the Good and Virtuous, ſhould diſcourage and deter the 
Irreligious and Immoral. As every vicious and licentious 
Perſon joins in provoking that juſt and powerful God, who 
will viſit for theſe Things, and will be avenged on a Na- 
tion thus ripe for Deſtruction ; ſo every truly honeſt and 
| righteous Man abates the Number of Sinners, leflens the 
Burthen of publick Guilt, and, like Moſes, may ſtand in 
the Gap, and by his ſignal Piety ey turn my the Dip: vun . 
pleaſure of God from Iſrael, 
A very remarkable Inſtance of Miſconduct, by which 
the Publick- is much affected, is Secondly, a F Party- 
Zeal, which corrupts our Underſtandings, and perverts our 
Judgments, alienates our Affections from each other, and 
inſpires us with a falſe political Enthuſiaſm inſtead of the 
true and genuine Love of our Country, which, if pro- 
| perly exerted, like the pure Love of Truth, would prevent 
many Controverſies and Debates. Even the moſt difinter- 
eſted and unbiaſſed Patriot may ſhew an indiſcreet Warmth 
with regard to publick Aﬀairs ; but this f is very pardonable, 
1 i 
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if compared with the PraQice of thoſe who coneur with 
Tame, and oppoſe others in every Thing without Excep- 
tian. For as no Party can be fo wiſe as to be always in 
the Right; ſo none ſurely can be ſo fooliſh and wicked, 
as to be always in the Wrong in the whole Courſe and 
Series of their Anita. Every honeſt Man, every 
real and unfeigned Patriot will be inflexibly determined in 
his Conduct by the Dictates of Conſcience, the Suggeſtions 


of true Honour, and the Principles of Religion: He will 


change the narrow Spirit of Party and Faction into a ge- 
nerous, diffuſive Zeal for the publick Good, and will upon 
all Occaſions ſacrifice any Views or Inclinations, any Pre- 
judices or even Reſentments of his own to the real Intereſt 
of his Country ; which Tully, who was by no means an 
| improper Judge of publick Spirit, very juſtly declares to be 
the Duty of 2 great and wiſe Man. 

The publick Peace is, Thirdly, very frequently diſturbed 
by a QAzarrelſome and Letigious Diſpoſition.— The Law is 


I Tim, i i. 8. not only good, but indiſpenſibly neceſſary, of a Man uſe it 


lawfully ; but as the moſt excellent Things are capable of 


Abuſe and Miſapplication, it is not to be diſſembled, that 
it is ſometimes made Uſe of nat to vindicate our Proper- 
ties by a regular and conſcientious Application to publiek 
1 Pet. ü. 16. JIudicatures, but as a Cloke of Maliciouſucſ. Conſidering 


the Imperfection of human Nature, it is impoſſible but 


Lute xvi. 1. that Offences uull came ; the Perſons immediately concerned 


are often too rafh and partial, too warm and inconfiderate ; 
but the chief Blame lies upon thoſe Incendiaries, who ſow 


Exot. xi, 2. Diſcord, and deviſe Miſchief ; who blow up every Spark of 


Diſſenſion into a Flame, and when they have engaged their 


Neighbours in a vexatious Cauſe, endeavour to protract it 


by all the unchriſtian Methads of Subtlety and Hypoerify, 
of 3 and Deceit. In the Language of the Pra- 
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truſt in Vanity, and ſpeak Lies; they conceive Miſebief, and 
bring forth Iniquity. The Way of Peace they know not, and 


pher, They call not for Fuſtice, nor plead for Truth; they Taiah * 


there is n Judgment in their Going. — Hear ye this, O ye Amos viii. 4. 


that fwallow up the Needy, even to make the Poor of the 
Land to -e is indeed no ſmall Comfort that ſuch Pro- 
ceedings are often diſcouraged and prevented by thoſe uſe- 
ful ſubordinate Magiſtrates, who, when they really are 
what they ought to be, Conſervatars and Preſervers of the 
Peace, by their Authority and Example, protect and defend 
 _ thoſe Rights, which Fraud and Oppreſſion attempt to 
violate and deſtroy, and prudently interpoſe in reconciling 
thoſe Differences, which malicious and — Men 
endeavour to heighten and inflame. 
- Great Enemies alfo to the publick Peace and Welfare 
are Avarice, Ambition, and Luxury. The Fate of the 
Athenian and Roman Governments will attend every State, 
where Men are influenced by the fame Motives; and 
how far their, Declenſion was owing to theſe Vices, is 
very evident. — Seffiſh and ſordid Views immediately baniſh 
publick Spirit, and all generous Regards for the common 
Intereſt. — Ambition is reſtleſs, and diſſatisfied with every 
Scheme, which does not forward its vain Purſuits; and 
Luxury is deſtructive and pernicious, not only as it ſoftens 
and enervates Mens Minds, but as it is a natural Cauſe of 
Indigence and Want. It is extreamly difficult and un- 
common for any one to ſtudy the publick Good, who is 
diſtreſſed, or deſperate with regard to his own private 
Circumſtances ; for Poverty, eſpecially that which pro- 
ceeds from Folly and Extravagance, is apt to debaſe the 
Soul, and render it incapable of truly generous and noble 
.Sentiments. It makes Men mercenary, and ſubſervient 
to the Deſigns of others, and ready to embrace any Pro- 
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_ poſition, by which their preſent Neceſſities may be reliev- 
ed, at the Expence even of publick Peace and publick Hap. 


In ſhort, the chief Cauſes of Confuſion and 
Uneaſineſs in Civil Societies are irregular Appetites and un- 


governed Paſſions; for as particular Perſons are in a great 


Meaſure happy or miſerable, in Proportion as their Paſ- 
fions are more or leſs ſubject to proper Government and 
Direction; ſo alſo Numbers of Men in Societies advance 
or deſtroy each others Happineſs, in Proportion as they 
are juſt and virtuous, equitable and publick ſpirited; or, 


on the contrary, as they are deceitful and 5 vio- 


lent and oppreſſive. 

To guard againſt the fatal Effects of fuch irrational and 
irreligious Conduct, let every one, in his reſpective Call- 
ing, follow the Things which make for Peace, without which 


none of the Ends of Government can be ſecured, nor 


Government itſelf be of long Duration. 
Let thoſe who are veſted. with Authority and Power, 
look upon themſelves as the Miniſters of God for Good, 


tor the Benefit and Advantage of. Societies; as appointed 


by Him to be Guardians to the Lives, the Liberties, the 
Eſtates, the Safety and Proſperity of thoſe over whom 
they preſide, and let the Welfare of the Community be 
their Supreme Law, as being the chief End of their In- 
ſtitution. 

And as without Government there can be no Quier and 


conſequently no Peace, let us endeavour to ſupport thoſe 
who are placed in Authority, in their juſt. Dignity and 


Power. Let us honour and reverence them, aid and: 
aſſiſt them with all dutiful Obedience and Subjection.- 
This is due to Princes in general, as by their Adminiſtra- 
tion and ſovereign Power Subjects enjoy great Quietneſs: ; 


but when * diſtinguiſh themſelves i in an extraordinary 
Manner, 
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Manner, by a vigilant Attention to the Welfare of their 
People, or by expoſing their Perſons to imminent Danger 
for the publick Good; ſuch worthy Deeds, ſuch heroick Ads xxiv. 2, 
Exploits done for our Nation, we ought to accept with pecu- 5 
lar Thankfulneſs. 

To conclude, Let all of us, as becomes thoſe who pro- 
feſs the Goſpel of Peace, exerciſe the ſocial Virtues of Ju- 
ftice and Moderation, Courteſy and Candour, Kindneſs 
and Compaſſion, Humility, Meekneſs and Long-ſuffering. 
Let us enlarge our Minds, and ſet them free from little 
narrow Prejudices. Let us lay afide all unreaſonable Ani- 
moſities, and let this be the only but noble Strife amongſt 
ns, who ſhall moſt ardently pray for, who ſhall moſt ef- 


fectually contribute to the Peace of our Jeruſalem, for * Plan exxii. 
and they alone, ſhall proſper that love ber... 
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